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I.—Foreg1en Porttics. 


The Hitarddi, of the 8th December, advises the Government of India 


to keep itself neutral in the Chitral affair, as an 
ras = 0g complication with the Mehter may lead to an oa 
broglio with Afghanisthan, and ultimately with Russia. 
2. The Hindi Bangavdst, of the 12th December, sees in the complications 
Complications on the Afghan On the North-Western frontier evil omens for Iodia, 


frontier. : and a sure sign that a difference between the 
English and the Amir is imminent. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 
38. The Burdwdn Sanjivant, of the 6th December, says that there can be 
The police inthe Gopalpurmur- nO doubt that Babu Hemendralal Gosvami of 
der case in the Burdwan district. © Gopalpur, in the Burdwan district, has been mur- 
dered by somebody, and it is a matter of deep regret that such a murder, under 
English rule, has not been traced. The police sent up a number of men for 
trial, but the evidence against them was such, that the Judge who tried the 
case pronounced it “a fabrication from beginning to end.” The result of this 
will be that there will be no further enquiry into this murder. It is ver 
necessary, however, to ascertain who concocted this false evidence and thereb 
spoiled the case. ‘The able Magistrate of Burdwan is requested to enquire 
carefully into this point, and the Lieutenant-Governor is also requested to order 
a special enquiry into the matter. His Honour will know, if he makes an 
enquiry, that murderers escape punishment not through the fault of jurors, 
but through the fault of the police, which investigates cases of murder. 
4. The Sahachar, of the 7th December, has heard that the Lieutenant- 
Performance of police duties by Governor has ordered that certain duties of Police 
theclerksof Honorary Magistrates. Inspectors shall henceforward be performed by the 
clerks of the Honorary Magistrate, and says that it is difficult to understand 
how this arrangement will work smoothly. Sir Charles is not so skilful in re- 
constructing as he is in destroyirg. 
5. The Bangavdsi, of the 10th December, says that, in the Midnapore 
The police in a murder casein Sessions held in the month of November last, six 
the Midnapore sessions. persons were accused of murder, but were all ace 
quitted on one of the witnesses for the prosecution confessing in cross-examination 
that he had been tutored by the police to give the evidence he had given. But 
if this witness had not made this confession, fancy what the fate of the six 
innocent persons who had been sent up for trial would have been. It is on 
evidence of this kind, got up by the corrupt police, that the Lieutenant-Govern- 
or wants to see accused persons convicted! The writer would now like to 
know how the Lieutenant-Governor has punished the Midnapore police for 
their conduct, as exposed in the evidence of the abovementioned witness. 
6. The same paper asks, now that jury trial has ceased to exist in mur. 
The police in the Gopalpur mur- der cases, who is to blame for the failure of the 
der case in the Burdwan district. Gopalpur murder case in the Burdwan district, and 
calls upon Sir Charles Elliott, upon Mr. Power, the Commissioner of the Burdwan 
Division, and upon the District Magistrate, Mr. Williams, to point out the per- 
son who fabricated evidence in such a momentous case. Who is the man 
to whom it is owing that this case of a most horrible murder has ended in such 
failure? The writer is not sorry that jury trial has been abolished, but he con- 
siders it very important to know, who is to try the men that bring about such 
miscarriage of justice as has occurred in the Gopalpur murder case? The 
four Brahmins sent up for trial in that case were either the real culprits or 
were not. If they were the real culprits, but got discharged in consequence of 
defects in the evidence, who is to be held responsible for this miscarriage of 
justice? Can anything be more disastrous than murderers escaping punishment 
in consequence of the police getting up false evidence for want of true evi- 
dence? And if the four Brahmans were not the real culprits, just conceive 
the horror of the police—of men, that is, who have been appointed to protect the 
people—sending up innocent persons for execution on the gallows! A murder 
is committed—the murderer is not found—and the police try to ger four innocent 
persons hanged for it, thus making the number of the murdered jive, where the 
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number was only one! Who is to be held responsible for this? Must the 
people of this country get no redress for their wrongs in this life, and remain 


content with their belief in the judgment in the life to come? 


(b)\— Workiug of the Courts. 


". The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the i aor te that the sad 
termination of the Gopalpur murder case is alone 
A “a a ‘ae Beedtan sufficient to show that murderers escape punish- 
district. ment not through the fault of Jurors but through 
the fault of the police, which collects evidence. There was no jury in the 
Gopalpur case, and yet so false was the evidence produced by the police, that 
the Judge and assessors who tried the case had no alternative but to acquit 
the accused. That jurors used in some cases to acquit persons accused 
of murder was because the evidence produced by the police in those caseg 
was as unreliable as that produced by them in the Gopalpur case. And 
so long as false evidence continues to be produced, murderers will be acquit. 
ted by honest Judges, no matter whether they are tried with the help 
of jurors or assessors. It is not known whether the persons sent up by the police 
as murderers in the Gopalpur case were the real culprits. But supposing 
they were, the Judge could not be blamed for acquitting them, fora Judge 
must decide cases on the evidence, whatever the nature of that may be, which ig 
placed before him. The Lieutenant-Governor has committed a great mistake 
by abolishing jury trial instead of reforming the police; and it is a matter of 
regret that His Honour has been unable to see what is clear enough to every. 
body, namely, that murderers escape punishment through the fault of the 
police, and not through the fault of jurors. If His Honour had been as much 
solicitous to bring about a satisfactory administration of justice as he is to get 
accused people punished, he could have enjoyed no mental peace after issuing 
his order for the curtailment of jury trial. 

8. The Sahachar of the 7th December, says that a rumour is afloat 
that Government is willing to come to a compro- 
mise on the jury question. The public will be 
exceedingly glad if Government has tiie good sense to doso. That Govern- 
ment knows well how to make honest compromises was clearly shown by its 
conduct in the prosecution of the Bangavast news paper. But the Indians 
should see that they are not outwitted by English diplomacy. The Europeans 
accuse tlie Asiatics of craftiness, but it is the Asiatics who have always been 
beaten in the game by Europeans, One does not feel inclined to believe that 
Government will deceive the people. But the Bengal Civilians are now 
destitute of all influence, and, to speak the plain truth, the writer has no faith 
in the Punjab and North-Western Provinces Civilians, who are men of a very 
different stamp. ‘They are unable to read the signs of the times who think 
that this country should always be treated asa conquered country. If Sir 
Charles Elliott repeals hisjury notification, British prestige will increase twenty- 
fold. Hindu and Mussulman sovereigns used to act exactly in accordance with 
the wishes of the people in times of populardiscontent. The Sultans of Turkey 
used to throw to their people the severed heads of oppressive Uzirs! ‘That was 
certainly a barbarous practice, but it wasa clear proof of the fact that the 
Sultans heard their people, and this practice of theirs had the desired effect of 
pacifying the latter. | 

9. The same paper says that no reference was made to Sir Charles 
Elliott’s administration at the last St. Andrew's 
Dinner. But, for all that, Sir Charles knew that 
even those Anglo-Indians who did not condemn him openly had set him 
down in their minds for a retrograde and illiberal ruler. His Honour, there- 
fore, tried to pour oil upon troubled waters. He said that the English Govern- 
ment in India is transacting every business openly, and that it has nothing 
to conceal. His Honour spoke of the conflict between the Government and the 
public in this country as the contest between the stroke and the bow oars of 4 
boat, which is only apparent, and has the happy effect of propelling the vessel 
of the State prosperously on to its destined haven. Sir Charles has turned the 
vessel of the State at the instance of the bow-oars, and he has now heard what 
the side-oars have to say to that. He mustalso have seen the report ia the 


The question of compromise. 


The jury question. 


t 2 j 


newspapers of what Justices Prinsep and Ghosh recently said from the Bench 
about the abolition of jury trial. And Justice Norris made the followin 

remark the other day ingiving his decisionin asessions case: “If the misfor- 
tune that bas befallen the Mufassal had also befallen Calcutta, and I had to try 
the case without a jury, I would have no alternative but to say that the accused 
had acted in good faith.” Certainly, the Lieutenant-Governor now sees that no 
one except the flatterer Englishman and the flatterer Pioneer approves of his 
action. But those papers would also approve of his action if he were to 
extend the jury system to the whole of Bengal. His Honour should bear in 
mind that the opinion which history will record of an English ruler will be 
the opinion that may be formed of him by the people of the country. Riding 
roughshod over people’s rights is no new thing in history ora very praise- 
worthy thing either. History has branded with infamy many a wretch 
cuilty of that offence. Can such a position be, then, at all enviable? 


Nhe Indian Daily News hopes that Sir Charles will correct his mistake before 


the proposed monster meeting is held. The writer, too, has all along enter- 
tained such a hope. No good ruler ought to be obstinate and morbidly sensi- 
tive about his own reputation. Acknowledgment of error means a great 
heart, and the rulers are very few in number who have been fortunate enough 
to earn imperishable glory by the acknowledgment of error. Consider the 
following scene from English history:—The rebel Wat Tyler has been struck 
down. His furious followers are about to attack the king’s men. At this 
juncture, the young king, Richard IT., boldly advances towards the rebel ranks, 
and addresses them thus :—‘ Children ! your leader is slain, but do not be 
sorry for that. I will be vour leader. Follow me.’’ These noble words act 
like water apon a raging fire. Sir Charles will not have to deal, like King 
Richard, with ignorant rebels. He is in the midst of a civilized population. Let 
him correct his mistake, and the people will make him their leader, and bless 
him with all their heart. There is nothing that conduces more to the enhance- 
ment of prestige than a frank acknowledgment of error, 
10. ‘The same paper refers to tne Lieutenant-Governor’s taking the 
Sir Charles Elliott’s distinction opinion of the Standing Counsel, Mr. Phillips, with 
of native and European in the jury the view of protecting the right of jury trial 
question. enjoyed by the Anglo-Indians, and remarks that 
Sir Charles Elliott is reputed to be a strong ruler and avery bold man. But 
one must observe here, though it is painful to do so, that His Honour has 
not shown in this act the boldness of a despot, for despots make no distinc- 
tion of classes. 3 
11. The HMitavddi, of the 8th December, says that, though the Lieutenant- 
- Governor was present at the St. Andrew’s Dinner, 
Te ° he did not touch many questions relating to the 
administration, and extremely disappointed the 
gathering by not even alluding to the jury question. His Honour said that 
the Government of this country had very little to conceal, and a great deal to 
gain from publicity, and that it was the interest of Government that its 
intentions should be clearly understood by its subjects. But His Honour’s 
studied concealment of his intention in regard to the jury system clearly shows 
the difference that exists between his words and his actions. His Honour also 
advised the non-official European community to be on friendly terms with the 
officials, and the manner in which he emphasized this view seems to mean that, 
in giving expression to it, he had in his mind the coalition which is taking place 
between non-official Europeans and the natives on the jury question. 
12. The Pratikdr, of the 9th December says that there arose the other day 
a practical difficulty in carrying into effect the Jury 
Notification in connection with a sessions case 
tried in Murshiiabad. It was contended that the 
case should be tried with the help not of assessors, but of a jury. The Judge 
allowed the contention. Such difficulties will often arise in connection with 
the jury question. 
13, Lhe Bangavdsi, of the 10th December, is loath to believe that the 
authorities at Dacca refused to lend the use of the 


Working of the Jury Notifi- 
cation. 


The Dacca authorities in the Dacca Northbrook Hall for a public meeting to 
protest against the jury order of the Government. 


agitation against the jury order. 


Such action is calculated to discredit the Government. 
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14. Thesame paper says that; according’ to the:Judiqn Merror, the proposed 

isha _°..-. " public méeting at Calcutta to protest against the jury 
Pg = Premees’ meeting sgainst “i ovdér is being postponed, because there is some ho 

dale atta ofthe duthorities coming to a compromise with the 


public on the subject. But the writer ‘does not approve of this conrse., He 


fears lest the proposed’ meeting ‘should ‘meet. with the fate -of the meeting 
which was proposed to beheld at thé Town: Hall ‘with ‘a wiew, of petitioning 
Parliament against the Coiisent Act, ‘and-carrying.on an agitation in England 
abainst that measure. - And this is the more'to be feared, as many of the people 
who posed as leaders in the Consent Act agitation have also taken the lead in 
the jury agitation. 

15. The same paper has the following :— 
The Deputy Magistrate at the sadar station 
has to attend cutcherry before 11 o’clock in the morning, and cannot get 
away till 9 or 10 vo’clock in the evening; and during the 10 or ll 
hours that he has to remain in cutcherry he has not even breathing time. 
And all this hard work notwithstanding, he must receive rebukes and submit 
kaifiyats. He may be rebuked and remonstrated with by almost every body 
from the District Superintendent’‘of Police to the common constable, not to 
speak of the District Magistrate, the Divisional Commissioner, the Board of 
Revenue, the Lieutenant-Governor, the High Court, and, perhaps, even the 
District Judge. He has no end of duties to perform—from excise inspection to 
the disposal of petty cases of nuisance—and from sitting at the treasury counter 
to estimating the paddy on the cultivator’s field. The law forbids even an 
ordinary Jabourer to be worked more than eight hours a day in any mill or 
manufactory, and provides punishment for any infringement of this rule 
by millowner or factory manager. But, alas! this humane law does not 
apply to the Deputy Magistrate, for the Deputy Magistrate, it would seem, 
is a Creature inferior even to the ordinary factory cooly. But the Deputy 
Magistrate would have borne all this hardship in silence, would not have 
grumbled to wear his life out with hard work, if he had not also to show a 
large percentage of convictions, under the orders of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
who has made it a rule to judge of his competency by that percentage. In his 
recent Resolution on the Rajshahi Administration Report, the Lieutenant- 
Governor has clearly laid down that a Deputy Magistrate should on no account 
assume the dignified réle of a judicial officer, and that in every case that is 
brought before him it should be his duty to supply all missing links in the 
evidence by proper investigation, and to do his best to secure a conviction. 
The Lieutenant-Governor has told the Deputy Magistrate, almost in so many 
words—convict—and convict—and convict—in every case that is brought up 
for trial. Putting aside the question of hard work, is it possible for a human 
being to accept a Deputy Magistracy on such a hard condition as this, on the 
condition, that is, of leaving all his conscience aside? But such is the 
condition to which a Deputy Magistrate must submit, if he would win the 
favour of Government. : 


The Deputy Magistrate. 


16. The Panchananda, the humourist of the 
Same paper, has furnished the following English 
para :— | 

“Darwin in his theory of the descent, or ascent, of man traced creation 
through all its steps up to, or down to, man himself, with just one link missing, 
namely the one between monkey and man. Sir Charles Elliott’s constant 
touring has pretty nearly enabled him to discover the missing link. For, does 
he not, in his R: solution on the Administration of the Rajshahi Division, think 
that Deputy Magistrates are expected to supply the missing link? His 
Altitude M. C. Panchanand, thinks so too, and in exultation cries, Eureka!” 


17. The Sanjivant, of the 10th December, says that the editor of the 
Hitckari newspaper, Mir Masaraf Hossein, has been 
sentenced to one year’s imprisonment and to a fine of 


; Rs. 1,000, for having taken from araiyat, on behalf 
of the female zamindar of Delduar, whose Manager he was, a bond for the 


arrear of rent which that raivat owed to her. People think that this heavy 


punishment has been inflicted upon Mir Masaraf Hossein for a light offence 
because he is a newspaper editor. 


The Deputy Magistrate judged 
by the Darwinian theory. | 


The sentence passed upon the 
editor of the Hitakari. 
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18. The same paper says that Mr. Justice Norris is reputed to be a good 
ies sient ils itll Wilt man, but one is loath to believe this after what has 
uate. S:~S:S*«Ciéi EM. eported iin the Englishman newspaper as 

ee remarks made by him during the examination of 
two Bengali witnesses In &@ murder case lately tried at the High Court Sessions. 
One of the witnesses having said—*‘*t When the murdered man was struck down I 
ran away, the Honourable Judge is said to have remarked—“ That is a 
characteristic of your nation.” The other witness having tried to suppress the 
truth, while declaring “I will never tell a lie,” the Judge is reported to have 
said—* Lying is deeply ingrained in your nature. Not one among you knows 
how to speak the truth.” 

If Mr. Justice Norris really made these remarks, is it not pertinent 
to enquire— What must one think ofthe veracity of the English people, if one 
is to judge of it by the veracity of the accused English soldiers in the Dum-Dum 
murder case?’ In almost every case of murder of a native by a European, 
not only do English witnesses try to suppress the truth, but English Judges 
also are found to fail in doing strict justice. If one were to measure the 
veracity of the English people by cases like these, should not one be justified 
in — the countrymen of the Editor of the Englishman are great cowards 
aod liars? - 

19- The same paper says that it is a noble trait in the English character 

The ; 1 that they are not afraid of acknowledging error. 

ed eRe Will Sir Charles Elliott then be afraid of acknow- 

ledging hiserror? It is no wonder at all that weak man should fall into 
error, But all honour to him who has the courage to acknowledge his error. 
The whole country will resound with Sir Charles Elliott’s praise, if he now 
repeals his Jury Notification from an honest conviction that it will prove 
prejudicial to the interests of the country. The peop'e of Bengal are deeply 
pained by the abolition of jury trial in the more serious cases, and this is why 
wails have been raised all over Bengal. All Bengal is filled with alarm and 
uneasiness on hearing of the restriction of the jury system, and there are 
many who are anxiously wondering where the next blow will fall. ~ aCe 

Maharaja Sir Jotindra Mohan Tagore and Maharaja Durga Oharan Law. 
having lately waited upon the Viceroy to inform him of this alarm and uneasi- 
ness in the public mind, His Excellency has graciously promised to reconsider 
the jury question. This promise of the Viceroy will not fail to evoke quite an 
outburst of loyalty in the loyal Bengali. - On hearing of this promise the pro- 
posed protest meetings at Bhowanipore and in the Calcutta Town Hall against 
the jury order have been postponed. | | 

Some officials think, after the clamour that has been made by the Bengalis, 
that British prestige will suffer by the withdrawal of the Jury Notification. 
- But none but a mad man will ever believe that the power before which the 
whole world trembles can be really frightened by the clamour of the Bengalis. 
By holding public meetings, the people of Bengal have only informed Govern- 
ment of the pain which the jury order has caused them. And they have 
ceased crying as soon as they have heard of the Viceroy’s promise to listen to their 
prayer. Ought the Government to make any delay in showing kindness to the 
people after this ? ae or 

The English Government will only display its kindness, if either the 
Viceroy or the Lieutenant-Governor himself now corrects the mistake that has 
been made by restricting the jury system in Bengal. And the loyalty of the 
people will become deeper and firmer, when they shall see Government show- 
ing its respect for justice in this way. The next sitting of the National 
Congress will take place shortly.. It is to be hoped that Sir Charles will not 
fail to show his generosity by repealing the Jury Notification before the 
Congress sits. If he does not do so, people will know that he is not disposed 
to be kind, and they must perforce agitate more vigorously. And when that 
agitation reaches England, redress is sure to come. 

29. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandrikd, of the 12th December, says that it 

— | would neither look well nor be proper for the 
ee representatives of the British Government in this 
country to keep unrepealed an order which has given universal dissatisfaction. 
And it can, indeed, be scarcely believed that a Government, which is strong 
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enough to stand on its own legs, and which is always desirious.ef pleasine it 
8 jects will hesitate ‘to: Wwitharaw lstidit i,’ § its 


rp Per order, Jot tere, an, ber: ne: dont 
zhatever > that, \if:the Vieeroy and the Lieitenant-Go ern ra reconsider 


t, 


will be started ey 


galed,: there will be an 


outburst of gratitude and loyalty in the country, far surpassing in magnitude 
the discontent that has been aroused by its promulgation. 
therefore, that if the people keep themselves waiting for a while, expecting a 
repeal of the order, they will not have to suffer disappointment. But if they 
are disappointed, there will arise for them no cause for repentance or remorse; 
for, by waiting, they will have done what became them as subjects of the 
British Government, and nothing more. It is not the people that. have brought 
about.the jury difficulty; the jury’ difficulty has been created by an erring 
Government, and it is the duty of its loyal subjects to point out to it its error, 
The offenders in this case are not the'people, but the Viceroy and the Lieutenant. 


It is to be ‘hoped, 


Governor; and if the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor do not correct 


their error, it is they that will remain offenders for ever, and feel the remorse 


of unexpiated guilt, 1G: 4 Ae i ce 

31. The same paper cannot understand how the Lieutenant-Governor could 
say in his report on the jury question that most of 
the experienced Judges of the High Court emphatic. 
ally condemned the system. It is clear, however, 
| that if His Honour had not said something like this, 
in order to emphasise, as it were, his own dislike of the jury system, and desire 
for its abolition, the Government of India would not certainly have given its 
assent to its partial withdrawal, According to the Lieutenant-Governor, only 
those Judges of the High Court are the most experienced Judges who have 
spoken unfavourably about jury trial, and all the other Judges are inexperienced 
men! And so, according to His Honour, Sir Comer Petheram and Messrs. 
Justices Trevelyan, Beverley, Norris, Ghose, and Banerjee are all inexperienced 
Judges, whilst Messrs. Justices, Prinsep, Pigot, Wilson, and Macpherson are 
partly experienced and partly inexperienced, because they have spoken partly in 
favour of and partly against the jury system, and Messrs. Justices Tottenham, 
O’Kinealy and Amir Ali are the most experienced Judges, because they have 
condemned the jury system out and out. But not even the most experienced 
Judges of the High Court, it is to be noted, have advised the abolition of the 
system, total or partial. | 

Both the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor have insulted those Judges 
of the High Court who have expressed themselves in favour of jury trial, the 
Lieutenant-Governor by calling them imezperienced Judges, and the Vieeroy by 
endorsing this estimate of. the Lieutenant-Governor. Everybody .sees how 
grossly Messrs. Justices Norris, Ghose and Banerjee have been insulted by 
the Lieutenant-Governor. And the High Court Judges have felt this insult, 
as has been proved by Messrs. Justices Prinsep, Ghose and Norris expressing 
in open court their disapprobation of the conduct of Government in the jury 
question. | 

22. The same paper says that if the Lieutenant-Governor has heard 
from any Bengali that the jury order has not 
caused dissatisfaction among the people, then it 


must be said, without hesitation, that His Honour 
has heard a lie. There may be those who may tell His Honour such things in 


order to please him; but no Governor should believe what a flatterer says, Or he 

may get himself into trouble. | 
23. The Sulabk Damik, of the 12th December, says that the reassuring 
effect on the people of the Viceroy’s promise to 


reconsider the jury question ought to show to His 
Excellency how loyal are the Bengalis, who are often charged by Englishmen 


with sedition. se 
Sir Charles Elliott, too, ought to consider whether it is proper for a ruler 


bo oppress a people who feel so grateful for only one word of hope heard by 
em, | 


| The Lieutenant-Governor on the 
— of the High Court 
udges on the jury quéstion. 


The public feeling in the jury 
question. 


The jury question. 
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24, The Dainik-o-Samdéchér Ohandrikdé, of the 13th December, has the 
Lord Lansdowne on the jury following on the jury question :— 

question. = Partiality for the jury system is a characteristic 

of the British nation. Sir Charles is an Englishman and British blood flows 

in his veins. How is it, then, that he dislikes the jury system? It seems 

as if the very nature of Englishmen is changed after coming to India. Well; 


Sir Charles came to this country some 30 years ago, and ‘it ‘is; ttereforé, * 
possible for his British nature to have undergone. a change ; ‘but; ‘itis wét ’ 
likely that Lord Lansdowne, who came out,.to India only ’4 years ago, ' call’ 


have been similarly affected. It is, therefore, our belief that Lotd' Lansdowne 


entertains, and cares to entertain, no independent opinion im’ any matter con- 


nected with the Government of this country, and, wanting in-experibdce 4s 
he is, deems it prudent to be guided by. his experienced ‘Councillors and by 
Provincial Governors like Sir Charles Elliott.. — - rf 

25. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 13th December, cannot bring itself to 

Mr. Justice Norrisonthe Bengali believe that a good man like Mr. Justice Norris 

character. really cast aspersions upon the Bengali character 
from the Bench of the High Court in the way he is reported to have done. 
History and the Purans bear testimony to the unrivalled truthfulness of the 
Bengalis. The mendacity of a single Bengali witness can hardly justify an 
impeachment of the veracity of the whole Bengali nation, Can Mr. Justice 
Norris say that there are uo cheats and liars among Englishmen ? 

26. The same paper has the following :— 


Lord Ripon created a gulf between the Natives and the Anglo-Indians 


Natives and the Anglo-Indians by his Ibert Bill. But, thanks to the Jury Noti- 
+n the jury question. fication of Sir Charles Elliott, that guif is now 
bridged over. The Anglo-Indians have now heartily united with the natives 
to protest against the jury order. 

Sir Charles !—You have indeed done us a great wrong. But you have 
also done us incomparable good, by making yourself the cause of the restora- 
tion of cordial relations between us and the Anglo-Indians, And you, too, 
Englishman, may be sure that your sycophancy will have no effect upon the 


feeling on the jury question. 


Anglo-Indians. The Capital has given expression to the right English 


CHANDRIKA, 
Dec. 13th, 1892, 


SULABH DAINIK, 
Dec. 13th, 1892, 


SULABH DAINIK. 


Many thanks to you, tren, O Lieutenant-Governor, for-we willnotremember ~ 


the evil you have done us by your Jury Notification after the good we have’ 
derived from: it. The saying, ‘tout of evil cometh good;” has this day 


found for itself a striking illustration. We are feeling heavenly bliss at the 
restoration of cordial feelings with the Anglo-Indians. We do ‘not know how 
you will like this. But to us it is extremely gratifying. ie 
27. The Dainik-o-Samdchdér Chandrtkéd, of the 14th Dacember, says that 

Sho jacy quests. giving to Government in the jury question is that, 

the Anglo-Indians being no longer willing to support the natives in this matter, 
Government should not withdraw its jury orders, for to do so, out of deference 
to native opinion, would involve a loss of prestige on the part of ‘Government. 
Indeed, the position is one of great difficulty for the natives. If they had 
not protested against the Jury Notification, their silence would have been 
interpreted as acquiescence in the new arrangements, and now that they have 
protested, Government and the Indian Daily News say that, to listen to their 
protest, would be to impair the prestige of British rule, and imperil the safety 
of the Empire. It seems that these jury orders will be confirmed for the very 


same reason that the Consent Bill was passed into law. It is a difficult ' 
problem that the Indians are now called upon to solve. They will, it would 


secm, find no deliverance, until India itself goes to wrack and ruin. 


the advice which the Jndtan Daily News is now | 


vi 


DaINIK-0-SaMaCHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Dec, 14th, 1892, 
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Daimin-0. Samscoar 
' Gsawpri£a, 


Dec. 14th, 1892, 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Dec, 15th, 1892. 


CHARUVARTA, 
Dec. 5th, 1892. 


Dec. 7th, 1892, 
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98. According to the Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 14th December, 

The Maharaja of Vizianagram what the Maharaja of Vizianagram says on the ju 
on the jury question. | question is not entitled to much weight, for the 
Maharaja is yet young and inexperienced, given more to. pleasure-seeking 
than to work, skilled in pleasing Englishman, and possessing little knowledge 
of politics and political economy. Can the Maharaja lay his hand on his 
heart and say that he finds in the jury system all the evils that Sir Charles 
Elliott attributes to it ? It is true Indian princes are often obliged to say 
and do what they do not like to say ordo. But it is, for that very reason, far 
better to leave a throne, and to retire into forest life, than to insult truth and 
justice. 
It seems that the Maharaja thinks of bringing about a compromise on the 
jury question by soothing Sir Charles with sweet words. He has, therefore, 
praised the Lieutenant-Governor’s ability, liberality, love of Justice, and capacity 
for work, and declared that from no other person is so equitable an arrange. 
ment about jury trial to be had as from Sir Charles, But it is not easy to see 
any necessary connection between liberality and love of justice. Nor is it to 
be supposed that a Lieutenant-Governor, with such a high certificate for love 
of justice, will require adulation from a Maharaja in order to repeal his Jury 
Notification. 

The Maharaja’s utterances are logically weak throughout. And if these 
utterances really represent his views on the jury question he must certainly 
be set down for a man with a weak head. 

But if he has been forced to say what he has said, he should be pitied. 
The sage Chanakya has rightly said that a fool can conceal his folly only 
so long as he does not open his mouth. 

; 29. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandrikd, of the 
15th December, has the following :— 

We knew full well that the Lieutenant-Governor would not listen to our 
prayer, and rescind his Jury Notification. We knew also that His Excellency 
the Viceroy would not interfere. We have cried in the wilderness! No blame 
will, therefore, attach to us if we continue to protest and agitate. Surely we 
are very unfortunate; nor are our rulers less unfortunate. For how can we 
call our rulers fortunate, when they have failed to please their subjects ? 

As it is certain that many influential Anglo-Indians wiil join us in the 
pence Town Hall meeting, we may still hope that the Home Government, at 
east, will do something for us. 

In the 24-Parganas also there will be a similar meeting; but the place 
where that meeting is to be held has not yet been fixed. It was to have been 
held in the hall of the London Mission College, but unfortunately the mission- 
aries have received an order from the Bengal Government, prohibiting them to 
lend it for the purpose of holding political meetings. But it does not look well 
for Government to issue such an order to the college authorities. Again, Gov- 
ernment has no right to give such orders to the authorities of the schools which 
receive aid from it. The only right it possesses in reference to such schools is 
to require them to show wkether the money they receive from it is properly 


spent or not. Have the authorities of the London Mission College forgotten 
what their own rights are ?P oe 


The jury meeting. 


(c)—Jatls, 


30. The Chéruvdrid, of the 5th December, highly approves of the Resolu- 
: tion of theGovernment of India on the Report of 
the Jail Committee of 1888, and says that, if the 
improvements suggested by the Committee are carried out, Indian jails will 
become very different from what they are at present. 


31, The Sahachar, of the 7th December, hopes that the Lieutenant-Gov- 

The Rajshahi Inspectorship of @rnor will appoint Babu Chandra Mohan Majumdar, 
Cones. _ _ Assistant Inspector of Schools, as Inspector of 
Schools in the Rajshahi Circle, in place of Mr. Bellet, when the latter retires 
from service, which he will shortly do. Chandra Mohan Babu is fully worthy 
of the responsible post of an Inspector of Schools. - 


Jail reform. 
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32. The same paper can not advise Government to establish a separate 
A separate; college. for the College for the benefit of the Eurasjans. . There 
a tir al liban ac: » few Burasians wv apt , 
succeeded in obtaining the higher degrees of the University, and a‘ separate 
college for them will therefore answer to io want. | ee a 
38. ‘The Hitacdilt; of the 8th December, says that the préaént' edltdational 
“the present eduostional policy. Policy of Government id duly ant iridiréét method of 
of Goyernment, “° = Interéasing “taxation. — Goverqment: Eg i to: the 
people :—* We will not spend'on your, education what we.used to spelid’ before ; 
it is for yourselvés—for ‘your District ‘Scards—and ‘for’ your maint dlities i 
look to your education. ‘We will devote our educational grant df’20 or 28 lakhs 
of rupees annually to some other purpose. Let your District Boards and muni- 
cipalities meet your educational expenditure by inereasing the rates they levy.” 
Sir Charles Elliott believes that it is the duty of a municipality to give primary 
education to all children living within its jurisdiction. Now, considering 
that the present income of the municipalities is hardly sufficient to meet the 
ordinary requirements of sanitation and of public comfort ‘and cotiyedience, 
what can this belief of Sir Charles Elliott mean, if not this—that he wants 
these bodies to increase their rates? -But when Government pro dses td ititrease 
taxation, it seems to forget all about the impoverished ‘condition of the people. 
And it may be also asked, with perfect justice, if itis really the duty éf'a muni- 
cipality to give primary education to all children living within its jurisdiction. 
A municipality’s responsibility in this respect is certainly not's0 clear as that of 
the Government itself, which levies taxés:from the people on various counts. 
Is it a legitimate duty of a municipality to grind under increased taxation 
rate-payers who are already overburdened with rates, and is it not the duty 
of the Government, which collects various taxes from the people, to spend a 
portion thereof on their education? It does not look well for the Government, 
which is so anxious to shuffle this clearly-defined responsibility off its own 
shoulders, to read a didactic leeture to municipalities for not doing what 
appears to be after all a very doubtful duty of theirs. It is not many years 
since Government determined, on the recommendation of the Education Com- 
mission, to withdraw a part of its grant for higher education, and devote it 
to primary education, and it now wants to withdraw itself from primary educa- 
tion too ! 

In his Resolution on the last Public Instruction Report, the Lieutenant. 
Governor has expressed himself not very favourably about the remarks of the 
Presidency Inspector of Schools on the subject of grants to primary schools within 
the jurisdiction of the Calcutta Municipality, and His Honour hag been rather 
sharp in his strictures upon Mr. Tawney in connection with the question of the 
abolition of the zilla schools. The writer.can on no account approve of Sir 
Charles Elliott’s intention of ‘ abolishing the zilla schools, or of transferring 
them to the management of the District Boards, and of depriving school- 
masters of their justly-deserved pensions. The work of a school-master is the 
most important and difficult in the whole civil service of the county, and one 
must deprecate Sir Charles Elliott’s proposal to make a saving to the State by 
depriving school-masters of their poor pensions ! oe even 


. 


It is clear that Government -wants.to raise fresh funds from the people for 

their education. But, instead of doing this by imposing a direct provincial 

tax, the Lieutenant-Governor wants to shift the unpleasant task on to the 
Municipalities and the District Boards: 

$4. The same paper says that the prayer of the candidates for the ensuing 

| Arts Examinations for.postponement of the examina- 

tions for three weeks beyond the appointed dates, 

ought to be granted, as the text-books prescribed for the examinations are in 


every case too numerous to be fully gone through within the time allowed. 


‘The coming Arts Examinations. 


The University does not seem to keep its senses when it prescribes text-books © 


for its examinations. Lue fio 
85. The Banganivdsi, of the 9th December, says that Sir Charles Elliott’s 
Mai ‘proposal to withdraw Government aid from the 
in Ce ebance of primary schools Frimary schools within the limits of the Calcutta 
oleate Municipality, and to compel the Municipality to 
grant aid to those schools, will not be for the good of the rate-payers of Calcutta 


are few Bprasians who have ‘upt6 this time — 


SaHACHaR, 
Dec, 7th, 1892, 


HITAVADTI, 
Dec. 8th, 1892. 


HitavaDi. 


BaNGaNIvasi, 
Dec. 9th, 1892. 
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BANGANIVASI, 


Dec. 9th, 1892, 


BaNGANIVASI. 


PRATIKAR, 


Dec, 9th, 1892, 


_ PRATIKAR. 


SAMAY, 


Dec. 9th, 1892, 


SARABWAT PaTRA, 
Dec. 10th, 1892, 


SaNJIVANI, 


Dec. 10th, 1892. 


SANJIVANI, 


PRAKRITI, 


Dec, 10th, 1892, 
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The proposal is only a development of Sir Charles’ destructive policy in matter 
educational. ; 
36. The same paper says that, far from being beneficial to the students, as 
acl Lieutenant-Governor expects, dramatic perform. 
"aaa performances by school- ances by school-boys are calculated to do them 
great harm. | 

37. The same paper says that the order of the Director of Public Instruc. 
tion requiring any member of the Text-Book Com. 
mittee who may be a friend or relation of an 
author not to be present at the discussion of that author’s books is expected to 
give satisfaction to all. 

38. The Pratikdr, of the 9th December, remarks that though Sir Charles 
Elliott has done avery praiseworthy action by found- 
ing a scholarship for original scientific research, the 
ill-feeling he has aroused in the public mind againgt 
himself will not be thereby removed. As the Sanskrit maxim goes—“ 4 
single fault often outweighs a number of good qualities.” 

39. The same paper has the following on the 
question of physical culture :-— 

We are, of course, not averse to physical exercise; but the idea of forcing 
physical exercise upon boys, by University regulation, is certainly bad. The 
thoughtless and inexperienced Fellows of our University, who are responsible 
for this rule, do not perhaps foresee that it will indirectly encourage fraud and 
deceit among the candidates for the University examinations. The Senate should 
consider this point. 

40. The Samay, of the 9:h December, fully supports the Calcutta Uni- 
versity in their ruling that candidates for the 
Entrance, First Arts, and B.A. Examinations must 
go through a course of physical exercise for a prescribed period. 

41. The Sdraswat Patra of the 10th December, says that, although one 

The question of physical educa- is delighted to see school-boys performing athletic 

tion. exercises, it is not desirable that they should do so 
at the expense of their studies. The writer does not see the necessity of the 
University taking any further action in the matter; for, in his opinion, the 
practice of giving lessons in gymnastics, as already existing in Government 
schools and colleges, should be considered sufficient. 

42, The Sanjivant, of the 10th December, cannot but praise the Lieuten- 

ant-Governor for his proposal to award a gold 

Pig hs peor pty ony ond: Fed medal next year to the student of the Presidency 

College. — who will write the best essay on a given 
subject. : 

43. The Krishnagar Pe any me of thesame paper saysthat the writings 

Mr. Billing, Principal of the 1m this paper against Mr. Billing, Principal of the 
Krishnagar College. local College, have greatly unsettled that dignitary. 
The other day he tried to rid himself of his spleen by abusing the unknown 
correspondent to his heart’s content in the 4th year class. He told the 
students that he had at first thought of applying to the Director of Public 
Instruction for permission to stick several copies of the Sanjivant on the walls 
of the college, in order to show the shameless correspondent the contempt he 
felt for his writings. Then the Principal told the students how he used, while 
in the Calcutta Madrassa, to read to the boys the attacks upon him that 
appeared in the public prints, and how this expression of contempt soon silenced 
his assailants. Mr. Billing spent a whole hour in such talk. : 

44. The Prakriti, of the 10th December, 
writes as follows :— . 

_ We are all proud of Dr. Gurudas Bannerji, and it grieves us to hear any: 
thing against him. And this is why we request Dr. Gurudas to resign the Vices 
Chancellorship. At every step Dr. Gurudas is giving proof of his incompe- 
tency and is losing public sympathy and confidence. | 

_ We have heard of an incident which, if true, will clearly show that the 
University is an institution in which self-interest and deception have full play. 

__In the last examination in Sanskrit for the M.A. degree, a student of the 

Hislop College at Nagpur was a candidate. After the papers had been 


The Text-Book Committee. 


Sir Charles Elliott’s scholarship 
for scientific research, 


Compulsory physical culture. 


The physical exercise question. 


A University scandal. 
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examined and marks given, the examiners held a meeting, and agreed that the 
marks assigned by them, respectively, were final. It was then found that 
the Nagpur student would head the list, and the Sanskrit College man would 
be second in order of merit. On seeing this, one of the Examiners felt very 
uneasy, and forgetting all about the agreement, express:d a desire to re-examine 
his papers. Theresuit of that was that the Sanskrit College student got the 
first place and the Nagpur man was made second. 

‘This is in the highest degree scandalous, and no one would be more glad 
than ourselves if the report given above should prove to be false. 

45. A correspondent of the same paper observes that, even after so many 

A Bengali text-book improvements in the Text-Book Committee, such 

a book as Kavita-bodha by Babu Banga Chandra 
Sen appears in the Committee’s list. The writer points out what he considers 
many ridiculous errors in that book. 

46. The same paper says that it is, no doubt, a very good thing to make 
boys attend to their physical welfare, but if 
physical exercise is insisted on, the University 
authorities should reduce the number of the text-books prescribed for their 
examinations. It is a general complaint among boys, nowadays that they 
have too many books to read. 

47. Babu Mahesh Chandra Datta, head master of the Baburhat School, in 

List of examination text-booksin the Tippera district, writes in the Dacca Prakash, 
the Dacca Circle. of the 11th December, to the following effect :— 

As the next upper primary examination is likely to take place before the 
Durga Puja, there are not more than nine months for the boys to read for it. 
But the list of text-books for that examination in the Dacca Circle cannot yet be 
obtained, even by application to the Office of the Inspector of Schools. The list 
of text-books for the upper primary examination in the Rajsbahi and Burdwan 
circles, it may he stated here, was published long ago in the Education 
Gazette. The students of the 2nd class in middle vernacular schools are 
also suffering inconvenience, on account of the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion’s list of text-boks for the middle vernacular examination in 1894 not 
having been yet published. The list of text-books for the middle vernacular 
examination in any year ought also to be published immediately before the 
holding of that examination in the preceding year. It is to be regretted that 
such irregularities should take place under so able an Inspector of Schools as 
Babu Dinanath Sep. 

48. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 12th December, is glad that Justice 
Gurudas Bannerji has given up his connection 
with the Calcutta University, which has become an 
object of public ridicule and whose affairs are 


The question of physical exercise. 


Resignation of the Vice-Chan- 
cellorship by Justice Gurudas 
Bannerjl. 
grossly mismanaged. 

49. The Som Prakash, of the 12th December, is of opinion that many 
students will be put to great inconvenience by the 
ruling of the Calcutta University making physical 
exercise compulsory. The rule ought to be cancelled. 

50. Referring to the proposal to substitute Surveying and Book-keeping 
a oe the 3rd and on noo “4 meee ad ag eatery 

acs xamination, the Dainik-o-Samdchar andrikd, 
i of the 12th December, asks if the Calcutta 
University, whose one object under the law is the furtherance of high and 
liberal education, has the power to include in its curriculum business-training 
likea teaching of Surveying and Book-keeping. There are also other obstacles to 
the introduction of practical subjects like Surveying and Book-keeping into the 
Entrance curriculum. One of them is that most Entrance schools will find the 
maintenance of a Surveying class beyond their means. A proposal like this 
would not certainly have been made if there had been many men of wisdom 
and experience in the University. 

But the writer forgets that the University has already gone far enough to 
recognize wrestling and jostling as a part of liberal education; and instead of 
being surprised by the proposal about Surveying and Book-keeping, he should 
prepare himself to see Billiard and Badminton included some day in the 
University curriculum | } 


The question of physical exercise. 
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PRAKRITI. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Dec. 11th, 1892. 


SutasH Darnix, 
Dec. 12th, 1892. 


Som PRAKASH, 
Dec. 12th, 1892. 


Som PRAKASH. . 
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61. The same paper cannot agree with the Hénxdoo Patriot in thinking 
that no moral injury is done to school-boys by 
we performance by school- +), i» heing allowed to indulge in dramatic perform. 
ve ances, and asks did not the father of the Scotch 
historian, Robertson, look upon such performances as not quite innocuous, and 
therefore forbid his son, a boy, to witness such performances ? 
52. The same paper says that, after Dr. Banner)i, the Vice-Chaneellorship 
, “— of the Caleutta University ought to be given to 
The Vice-Chancellorship. © Sip Romesh Chunder, but Mr. Justice Ameer Ali 
will probably get it. 

53. The Dacca Gazette, of the 12th Deeember, asks whether the poor 
Sub-Inspectors of Schools as Sub-Inspectors of Schools, who have been ordered b 
Pound Inspectors. the Lieutenant-Governor to inspect cattle pounds 
in addition to their own duties, will receive any extra remuneration for so 
doing. 3 

(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


54. The Burdwdn Sanjivani, of the 6th December, says that the Burdwan 
The village roads under the District Board has paid no heed to the Lieutenant. 
Burdwan Boards. Governor’s order inviting greater attention to the 
village roads. The allotment under that head made by that Board this year is 
only Rs. 5,000, against Rs. 10,000, in previous years. And the Sadar Local Board 
has allotted only Rs. 2,000 this year for the construction and repair of 
roads in more than 400 villages under its jurisdiction. Since the allotmentis so 
small, money should be spent this year for the benefit of those villages alone 
which have not received any grant for a long time, and which suffer most on 
account of bad roads. 
55. The Bhdérat Mitra, of the 8th December, says that the breaking down 
A Hindu temple on the Harrison Of the Hindu temple on the Harrison Rwad, at 
Road. Barabazar, will certainly lead to a riot like the one 
which occurred at Shambazar. It is hoped, therefore, that the authorities will 
see their way to leaving the temple alone. The temple is now th~ property of 
the Calcutta Municipality, but cannot some Hindu millionaire purchase it, and 
obviate the necessity for its demolition ? ) 


(9) — Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


56. A correspondent of the Banganivési, of the 9th December, says that the 


Ay wie Sane aN annual grant from the Jessore District Boards for 


mee the construction and repair of roads is not judiciously 
distributed among all the subdivisions, nor is the money judiciously spent, 


Money is wasted on the annual repair of unimportant roads, while important 


roads, like the Mahmudpur road and the Jhenidah road, are left in a miserable 
condition. 


(h)— General. 


57. The Sansodini, of the 11th November, complains .of the filthy 


The sanitary condition of Sita. CONdition of a large tank at Sitakanda, in the district 
kunda, in the district of Chittae of Chittagong. Government is the owner of this 
gong. tank, and it is in the possession of the Mohant. 
Either Government or the Mohant, or the Court of Wards should re-excavate the 
tank, and thus remove the want of good drinking-water in the place, and improve 
its sanitary condition. The Manager under the Court of Wards and the Magis- 
trate ~ requested to take prompt actionin the matter, in view of the approach- 
ing mela. 


The Hurdwar Resolution. 


58. The Samay, of the 9th December, makes 
the following remarks onthe Hurdwar affair:— 
The proceedings of the Commission were in the form of an ordinary police 
investigation, and Sir Auckland Colvin has read their report in that light. The 
laws of no other country would have allowed of such er parte proceedings. 

Of the two Commissioners appointed to conduct the en uiry, one was 4 
Government servant and the other an Honorary Magistrate. Both had, there- 


fore, reasons to please the Government, aad it is n 
+ Ow hat they have 
acquitted the police on all the charges, ; ner OM uae 
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Sir Auckland Colvin has assigned two reasons for not believing the 
testimony of the witnesses examined bythe Commission on behalf of the public. 
The first is that the matter was not brought to the notice of Government imme- 
diately after the occurrence; and the second is that most of the so-called eye- 
witnesses were inhabitants of Hurdwar and places near it, people, that is, who 
had sustained pecuniary loss in consequence of the breaking up of the fair. 
Now, as regards the first reason, it may be stated that, had Sir Auckland read 
the newspapers of that time with his eyes open, he could not have said that the 
oppressions were not brought to the notice of Government at the time when 
they occurred. There was not a paper in all India which did not, at that 
time, raise acry against this police oppression. As regards Sir Auckland’s 
second reason, if involves a very novel view, which is that no interested person 
can be a competent witness. 

Again, the proceedings of the Commission were confined to one place only, 
although the writer repeatedly stated that, if the Commission had held its sittings 
in some of the principal cities of Bengal and the North- Western Provinces, more 
evidence of a reliable nature would have been forthcoming. 

Sir Auckland has said nothing about the witnesses examined cn the side of 
the police. ‘lhe public have, therefore, no means of knowing who they were, 
and what they were like. The result of the enquiry has given the public no 
satisfaction. 

59. The Prakriti, of the 10th December, fails to see what benefit will be 

The Office of the ExciseCommis- derived from the removal of the Head Offices of 
sioner. the Excise Department to Dacca, and the annual 
exodus of the same to Darjeeling. The arrangement will certainly be a waste- 
ful one. 

60. The Dacca Prakash, of the 11th December, says that it has been 

ts Wnhee offide proved by more than a hundred witnesses that a 

great attack was made upon the Hindu religion at 
Hurdwar. The Hindu pilgrims who were oppressed at Hurdwar are not for 
the most part readers of newspapers, and are not aware that any redress is to be 
had by making complaints to the authorities. And that is why not a single 
witness, so to say, from any other place than Hurdwar appeared to give evidence. 
The two Hindu officers who were employed by Government to conduct the 
enguiry have disbelieved the evidence of more than one hundred witnesses, on 
the ground that they are interested witnesses. And on the strength of the 
report of those two officers, Sir Auckland Colvin has found fault with the British 
Indian Association for raising a hue and cry about oppression at Hu:dwar, and 
has in a manner hinted that it is that Association that has fabricated evidence 
against the police! The British Indian Association is not at alla religious 
association, and the orthodoxy of many of its members is extremely doubtful. 
If the Association, therefore, interested itself in the matter, it must have done so 
solely under the conviction that the Hindu pilgrims had been greatly oppressed. 
One can see no earthly reason why the Association should take it upon itself to 
fabricate evidence at a place so far removed from Calcutta. The matter would 
have been placed in a clear light, if it had been enquired whether the Hindu 
officers in question and the witnesses who gave evidence on behalf of the police 
were not men who might be expected to be anxious to secure the favour of a 
Christian Government. That the police treated the Raja of Dehra with respect 
is no proof that it similarly treated common pilgrims. What does it matter, 
again, that no other oppression was committed, when the breaking up ofa 
religious fair, on the ground of public health, was itself a serious act of oppres- 
sion? If the police is invested with the power of driving away the Hindus 
from their holy places on an outbreak of cholera, Hindu pilgrimage will be at 
an end, for, when deaths from cholera take place every week in large towns 
like Calcutta and Dacca, a few such deaths cannot fail to take place in large 
assemblages at places of pilgrimage. {t does not seem that the dissatisfaction 
which Government has caused in the public wind by breaking up the fair at 
Hurdwar will soon disappear. 


61. The Dainik.o-Samdchdér Chandrikéd, of the 
12th December, has the followiug on the Hurdwar 


- The Hurdwar Commission. 
Commission’s report :-— 
(1) Jwala Prasad says that, in dispersing the pilgrims, the police did not 
close the temples or interfere with the worship. But Nehs! Chand says that, 
considering the nature of the precautionary measures adopted, it is probable 
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that the police had the temples closed. And a large number of witnesses gave 
evidence which supported Nehal Chand’s view. In appears, therefore, that 
Jwala Prasad has told a falsehood in order to please his masters, and it is for 
the public to judge of the honesty of Sir Auckland Colvin’s action in accept. 
ing Jwala Prasad’s view. _ 

(2) Eleven of the priests who gave evidence deposed to the fact of the 
sacred fish having been killed by the police. But Jwala Prasad says that the 
priests had their own ends to serve in giving this evidence. But how could 
he believe the police who had obviously greater interests to serve in den ing 
the killing of the fish? His official positiun seems to have emboldened Jwala 
Prasad to trample justice under foot. He would have done best to refuse to 
serve on the Commission. Sir Auckland Colvin attaches great importance to 
the fact that Jwala Prasad isa Hindu. But if Jwala Prasad had been a true 
Hindu, he would have found himself on the Commission in a position in which 
he would have preferred suicide to writing a report. 

(3) Not even the Police Superintendent could deny that pondas were 
trampled upon, though he added that the trampling was accidental. But the 
witnesses unanimously said that the pindas were wilfully trampied upon. But 
supposing the trampling was accidental, the carelessness of the police, who had 
no business to be present at a place where pindas were being offered, was 
certainly inexcusable. 

(4) Most of the witnesses deposed to having observed the police setting 
fire to houses for the purpose of expelling the pilgrims, but Jwala Prasad says 
that the houses caught fire of themselves. And would not a Magistrate like 
Jwala Prasad have been punished for perjury in any other country than India? 
Did the houses take fire themselves in order to get the police officers into 
trouble? Probably the atmosphere in Hurdwar got converted into combustible 
vapours, in order to becorne fit for the reception of cholera germs, and thus 
occasioned the fires. 


(5) Not even Jwala Prasad has been able to deny the acceptance of bribes 
by the police, but he will not blame the police for this |! 


I1I.— LEGISLATIVE. 


62. The Banganivdsi, of the 9th December, says that the Lieutenant. 
Governor’s remarks at the St. Andrew’s Dinner 
se eee tee regarding the proposed reconstitution of the Legis. 


Sir Charles Elliott on the recon- 


oom lative Councils were certainly very sweet to hear. 


But, unfortunately fur his subjects, His Honour’s 
actions seldom accord with his words, and they would probably be building 
castles in the air if they were to indulge in speculations in the expectation that 
Sir Charles Elliott would fulfil his words in regard to the reform of the 
Councils. 


63. The Sudhdkar, of the 9th December, makes the following remarks on 
the working of the Consent Act :— 
Working of the Consent Act. 


No one can deny that consummation before 
puberty is going on as before, and prosecutions for that offence are very 


rare. And it is certain that, among the prostitutes of Calcutta, girls under 
twelve are subjected to inhuman and brutal tortures. To this day one sees 
too many of these girl-unfortunates exposing themselves in the public streets 
under the very nose of the police. What have the authorities done to remedy 
this public nuisance? Was the Act passed only with a view of destroying the 


sanctity of the zanana and punishing respectable people? Is this the liberality 
and justice of the British Government ? 


64. The Prakriti, of the 10th December, is glad to see Dr. Rash Behary 


Dr. Rash Behary Ghosh’s re-ap- Ghosh re-appointed a member of the Indian Legis- 
pointment to the Indian Legislative lative Council. It is no small honour, says the 


Council. writer, for a native of India to obtain a seat in 
that Council more than once. 
V.—PROSPECTS OF THE Crops AND CoNDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 
65. The Chdruvartd, of the 5th December, writes that the price of rice 
, is rising every week at Sherpur, and exporta- 
OF tr at. Bherpur, Mymen- tion is the principal cause. The writer draws the 


on attention of the District Magistrate to this, and 
says that, if nothing is done now, the distress of the people will not abate even 
by the time of the harvest, 
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VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


66. Itisstatedin an issue of the Hitakari, bearing no date, that the editor 

The editor of the Witakert. of this paper has been sentenced by the Deputy 

Magistrate of Tangail to rigorous imprisonment 

for a year and a fine of Rs. 1,000 rupees. The writer asks all well-wishers of 

the paper to pray to God that justice may be done to the editor by the District 
Judge to whom the case has been appealed. 

67. <A correspondent of the same paper writes as follows :— 

ii Surendra Nath may rend the skies with his 
sea easauea declamations or offer his very life-blood for the 
good of his country, but neither declamation nor life-blood will avail us. It 
will not fare well with the country so long as the English do not come to know 
that we have united among ourselves, and have learnt to love our mother- 
country as Englishmen love theirs, and to help each other as brothers. Shrewd 
as the English are, they have been able to see that our Agitation, our Congress, 
our Societies, and Associations are all empty things, and they do not, therefore, 
pay much heed to them. But we are stupid enough to believe that there are 
nglishmen—members of Parliament—who wish us well and really strive for 
our good. Is it not like finding water in a mirage to expect Enzlishmen, so 
characteristically patriotic as they are, to help a people who cannot help 
themselves? Itis true some Englishmen are occasionally found to espouse 
our cause, but who shall say that in doing this they are not prompted by 
motives of self-interest? Yesterday Sir Charles Elliott passed the Chaukidari 
Bill—to-day he has abolished jury trial—to-morow he will abolish the colleges 
and schools—and day after to-morrow he will withdraw Local Self-Government! 
And in Assam the Chief Commissioner has increased the land revenue, as if 
the English Government was on the verge of bankruptcy for want of money. 
But the English cannot be blamed for all this. It is certain they have not 
come all the way from England to India for pious purposes. It is money for 
which they bave come to India—and money they must have at any price—and 
they cannot care whether you live or die! Their one business here is money— 
and they are satisfied if they have it. 

Agitation will do you no good—you have agitated much—but has your 
agitation ever succeeded? You agitated against the Consent Act—! against the 
Bihar Cadastral Survey—but with what result? The fact is, the English care 
a fig for your agitation. 

68. The Banganivdsi, of the 9th December, is not sure if it was in 
reference to any particular community that the 
Lieutenant-Governor said at the St. Andrew’s 
Dinner that he thought it desirable for the good 


The Lieutenant-Governor at the 
St. Andrew’s Dinner. 


HITAKARI. 


HITAKARI. 


BANGANIVAS!S, 
Dec. 9th, 1882. 


of the administration, that the members of Government and the members of the . 


unofficial world should see and know more of each other than they at present 
did. Ifthe Lieutenant-Governor referred merely to the unofficial Anglo- 
Indian community, the writer should have nothing to say. But if His 
Honour meant to refer to the whole unofficial community in the country, 
then must it be said that His Honour himself has been rather slow and 
unwilling to cultivate such feelings between himself and the people at large, 
as His Honour seems so much to desire. For, did he not, whilst mixing rather 
freely with unofficial people, conceal from them, till the very last moment, the 
intentions of Government in regard tothe jury system? Probably it is the want 
of good dinners in native circles which prevents His Honour from opening his 
mind to them. Everybody must admit that Sir Charles Elliott has seldom 
acted up to the sweet words which he uttered at the St. Andrew’s Dinner. 

69. The Sudhdkar, of the 9th December, says that the animals in the 
Zoological Gardens are very poorly fed, both as 
regards quantity and quality, and requests the 
authorities to look to this aud take better care of the poor creatures. 

"0. The Education Gazette, of the 9th December, has the following on the 

Government Resolution on the Statement of works 


The animals at the Zoo’, 


Pn oa of charitable works In OF Pyblic Utility Constructed by Private Individuals 
in bengal in 1891 :-— 
The people of this couatry have never been niggardly in their expenditure 
on charitable works, and their public and private charities are always large. 
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But the reason why the expenditure on works of public utility constructed by 
private individuals in these provinces has gone on. decreasing during the last 
few years is that they are at present called on to contribute to a large number 
of useless projects, and the result of that is that they find themselves unable. to 
spend as much as they wish on really useful works. All this clearly shows that 
the wealth of the country is gradually decreasing. 


71. The Prakriti, of the 10th December, hag 
The Congress. the following on the Indian National Oongress :— 

It is very unfortunate that no one knows as yet who will be the President 
of the coming Congress. Mr. Mano Mohun Ghosh, it 1s said, has declined to 
accept that office, and some papers say that Mr. Norton of Bombay will be the 
President. ‘Whoever the President may be, the writer is sorry to say that heigs 
gradually losing faith in the Congress. One by one the preat supporters of 
the movement are withdrawing themselves from it. Bengalis are better hands 
at speechmaking than at action; and the writer fears that this Congress will 
prove in the end mete child’s play. It is a matter of regret that many wise and 
patriotic people have changed their views in regard to the Congress. 

Sir Charles Elliott 72. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 10th Decem. 
” ” ber, has the following :— 

A contemporary says that Sir Charles Elliott will leave for England in 
April next, and sarcastically remarks that, if he forgets to buy a return passage, 
the people of this country will not be sorry. But we do not like such extremes, 
Our contemporary does not perhaps see that the successor of Sir Charles may 
not be a better man than Sir Charles. The best thing we can do now is to 
pray to Sir Charles to correct the mistakes he has made. 

73. Panchananda, the Bangavasi’s humourist, gives the following in the 

Panchananda’s draft Code of issue of that paper for the 10th December :— 
Criminal Procedure. 

Panchananda, who has always been a lover of all old things and institu- 
tions, begs leave to present his readers with a draft Bill, entitled ‘‘ A Bill for the 
Punishment of Wicked Persons,” which was prepared by him nearly 12 
years ago, and asks them to see whether, after so many years, this old draft Bill 
of his is not goiug to be passed into law. 


AN ACT FOR THE PUNISHMENT OF WICKED PERSONS. 


Preamble. 


Whereas the British Government, in spite of all its various efforts in that 
behalf, has been yet unable to check and punish the wicked and sinful people 
of India, and whereas it is expedient to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure 
in view of the fact that the powers of Government are becoming inoperative 


the powers of the people are increasing, it is hereby enacted as 
follows :— 


ENACTMENT, REPEAL, ExTENT AND DEFINITIONS. 
Short title. 
1. This Act may be called the Finishing Act. 


Extent. 


Any place to which this Act does not apply shall be deemed to have 
become a scene of extreme anarchy. 


Commencement. 
It shall come into operation even before it is promulgated. 


Repeal. 


2. All enactments and regulations which are, or may hereafter be, 


distasteful to Llakims, are hereby repealed. 


Pending cases. 


in 3. <All pending cases shall be decided in accordance with the provisions of 
16 6Act. 
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Definitions. 


4.. In this Act the following words and expressions shall always have the 
meanings given to them below, and no other :— 


Investigation. 


Investigation means all acts which may be done by the police for the 


purpose of arresting and chalaning any person, and includes causing the put- 
ing—on of hand-cuffs. 


Trial. 


Trial means all proceedings held in a court for the purpose of getting 
a person punished, and does not mean Kidlds (discharge or acquittal). 


Criminal Court, 
Court means Judges, Magistrates, and all persons who may inflict punish- 
ment. . 
High Court. 


High Court means the court in which the vakil and Counsel for the 
defendant are given slaps and blows, or at least wiggings. 


CRIMINAL Courts. 
Classification of Courts. 


5. Besides the High Court, there shall be twoclasses of courts, namely :— 
(a) The Magistrate’s court. | (6) The sessions court, 


Court in which a case shall be tried. 


6. The Magistrate may, if he is so minded, try all cases. But if he be 
unwilling, or feel too lethargic to work, certain cases may be tried by the 
sessions courts. 


TRIAL OF GAURANGAS OR WHITEMEN (EUROPEANS). 
Gaurangas. 


7. The word * Gauranga’’ means all persons, not natives, who wear coats 
and pantaloons, and includes all their ancestors up to the seventh generation, 
and all their descendants down to the seventh generation, even if not one 
among such ancestors or descendants should have had at any time a sight of 
the sea. 


Right to try Gaurangas. 
8. No one who is not himself a Gauranga shall try a Gauranga. 


Summoning a Gauranga. 


9, If the aggrieved party appears in person and prefers a complaint 
against a Gauranga, a letter of invitation, such as is sent to a gentleman, may 
be sent to the defendant, But, as a representative of the aggrieved party, no 
one may prosecute a Gauranga, on the plea that such party is dead, or labours 
under some disability, or on any other grounds. And a complaint of that kind 
shall not be accepted nor shall a letter of invitation issue thereon, 


Trial of Gaurangas. 
10. No one may punish a Gauranga against his wish. 


PoLIce. 
Rendering assistance to the police. 


11. Every person is bound to assist the police with his moral influence, 
money, men, and strength of arm, in matters hereinafter specified, namely— 


(a) in the matter of causing breaches of the peace ; 
(5) in the matter of obtaining confessions and discovering stolen goods ; 
(c) in the matter of investigations generally. 
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Arresting without warrant. 
12. Anybody may be arrested by the police, anywhere, without warrant. 


Entering into houses. 


18. If it is known or suspected, or if it is probable, or believed to be 
probable, that any accused person is in any particular house, or if it appears 
that he may by chance or mistake be remaining therein, the police may, 
without let or hindrance, and at their pleasure, demolish such house, break open 
its doors and windows, destroy its furniture, outrage honour and respectability 
and enter into the baithak khana (parlour), the privy, the thakurghar (the 
residence of the family god), or the apartments occupied by the females. 


Special provisions relating to the zanana, 


14. Before entering into the zanana, the police may cause hand-cuffs to 
be put on all the adult males in the house or cause them to be otherwise 
bound, and set guards over them, and may, if it is considered necessary, dra 


out (or bring out, in the sense of taking away for immoral purposes) the 
females by force from the zanana. 


Investigations. 


15. In making investigations, the police may, with the aid of the shyam. 
chand (shoe) obtain confessions from accused persons, and trace stolen goods. 


Police investigation papers, 


16. The police shall keep no record of the mode of its investigation, 


and any such record, if kept, shall not be admissible as evidence against the 
police. 


PROCEEDINGS PRELIMINARY TO TRIAL. 
Vakils and Mukhiars. 


17. An accused persor shall not, without the permission of the court, 
engage or propose to engage vakils or mukhtars to conduct his case. 


Any 
such proposal shall be deemed equivalent to a confession of guilt. 


Powers of Vakils and Mukhtars. 


18. No vakil or mukhtar for the accused may examine or cross- 
examine a witness, but vakils and mukht ars may, ,with the permission of the 
court, remain standing during trial, like so many dummies or figure-heads. 


TRIAL BY THE MAGISTRATE. 
Regular trials. 


19. A Magistrate may, if he wishes, hold a regular trial, slowly, and at 
his leisure, and record evidence. 


Summary trials. 


20. A Magistrate may at his pleasure, and while taking a ride on horse- 


back, or a walk, try an accused person on the summary method, hurriedly and 
without recording any evidence. 


SESSIONS TRIALS. 
Jury and Assessors. 


21. Every sessions case shall be tried with the assistance of a jury or 
assessors. 


In the case of trial by jury there shall be selected at least three jurymen, 


and in the case of trial with assessors there shall be selected at wth one 
assessor. 


J urors or assessors may be selected from among the spectators present (in 
court |, porters and labourers outside, and coachmen and carters. If the 
required number cannot be made up in this way, draught cattle may be 
pressed into the service. 
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Trial with the aid of jury and assessors. 


22, ‘The Sessions Judge may agree with the jury or assessors, and pass 
sentence upon the defendant. But if the jury or assessors, or the majority 


of them, declare the defendant vot guilty, the Sessions Judge may snap his 
fingers at them, and punish him on his sole responsibility. 


APPEALS. 
Appeal by the defendant. 


23. Except in case of summary trials, the defendant may appeal against 
all decisions passed in regular trials as well as sessions trials. 


Effect of the defendant’s appeal. 


24, Inthe case of au appeal by the defendant, a sentence of fine may 
be changed into one of imprisonment, a sentence of imprisonment into a 
capital sentence, and in all cases the sentence may be enhanced. 


Appeals by Government. 


25. Whenever there has been failure of justice as regards the defendant 
in a criminal case, that is to say, whenever a defendant has been discharged or 
acquitted, it shall be lawful for Government to make an appeal against such 
discharge or acquittal at any time before the defendant’s death. 


Lffect of appeal by Government. 


26. On an appeal by Government, the defendant may be punished, and a 


heavy sentence may be passed fora light offence, and the appeal may be 
attended with all the effects of an appeal by the defendant. 


Hies Court. 
Revision. 


27. In case of failure of justice, that is to say whenever the defendant 
ina criminal case has been discharged or acquitted, the High Court may, of 
its own motion, or at the instance of some other person, call for and go through 


all the papers of the case, and do justice, on the ground that such discharge or 
acquittal may lead to anarchy or lawlessness. 


GOVERNMENT. 
Suspending the operation of the Act. 


28. Whenever it appears to Government that, due enforcement of the 
provisions of this Act notwithstanding, wicked persons are not being duly 
and adequately checked and punished, Government may temporarily or for 
ever suspend the operation of this Act. 


Measures to be taken on the suspension of the Act. 


29. Government may, on suspension of the Act, cause a high wall to be 


erected all round the country, and having put the people in jangiae, set them 
to work at the oil-machine. 


74. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 11th December, refers to 


CHANDRIKA 
, tt 
gi rhe Licutenant-Governor at the effect that noone cheered the Lieutenant-Governor Pe. 11th, 1802 


on his arrival at the last St. Andrew’s Dinner, or 
in the course of his speech on that occasion, and asks if this was due to Sir 


Charles’ abolition of the jury system, or to his rash remarks about Anglo- 
Indian merchants in the Income-Tax Resolution. 


75. The Sulabh Dainsk, of the 14th December, has heard the rumour that 


Sir Auckland Colvin has gone home in an Austrian pa. ti, 10 


Sir Auckland Colvin flying. in Dec. 14th, 1892. 


i vessel for fear of being arrested at the insvance 
of Captain Hearsey. Will other hard rulers take 


a hint from this ? 
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SaMVADVAHIKEA, 
Nov, 10th, 1892, 


URIYA AND 
NaVASAMVAD, 


Nov. 16th, 1892. 


UtrkcatL DIPIKA, 
Nov. 12th, 1892. 


UTKgaL Diika, 
Nov, 19th, 1892. 


SILCHAR, 
Nov. 28th 1892. 


SILCHAR. 


SILCHAR, 


SILCHAR. 


SILCHAR., 
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UriyA PAPERS. 


76. The Samvadvahika, of the 10th November, takes a favourable notice 
of the proceedings of the Relief Committee established at Balasore, with the 
object of relieving the distress of the Kamarda people in the northern part of 
the Balasore district, owing to scarcity of food. And writing on the same 
subject, the Uriya. and Navasamvad, of the 16th November, calls for more 
public help. In connection with this subject, the Utkal Dipika, of the 12th 

November, compares the actions of the three Col. 
lectors of the three districts of Orissa, and observes 
that, while Mr. Cornish, the Collector of Balasore, 
lost no time in admitting what was pointed out to him as a fact, and in trying 
his best to mitigate the misery of the semi-starved people, Mr. Stevenson and 
Mr. Allen, the Collectors of Cuttack and Puri, respectively, could not be 
induced to believe that there was distress in their districts, and this in the face 
of stubborn facts and doleful tales of misery and starvation resulting in 
lamentable death. : 

77. The Utkal Dipika, of the 19th November, while admitting the fact that 
the Government notification, withdrawing a certain 
number of offences from the cognizance of jurors 
in those districts of Benga] to which the system of trial by jury has been 
extended, does not affect Orissa in any way, is strongly of opinion that the 
action of the Bengal Government has been high-handed, and opposed to the 
true interests and constitutional rights of the people entrusted to its care, 


Three Orissa Collectors in the 
distress in that province. 


The jury order. 


ASsaAM PAPERS. 


78. The Silchar, of the 28th December, says that, with the Damocles, 


Mere sword of a Government prosecution hanging over 
on — of the Editor his head, and with the fate of the Bangavasi and 
the Prajabandhu before him, the chair of a native 
newspaper editor must be pronounced thickly studded with thorns. But the 
Editor of the Silchar has an additional thorn in his chair, in the shape of 
certain treacherous natives, who send mistranslations of his writings to the 
— officials and the local tea planters, with the object of clapping him 
in jail. 
79. ‘The same paper says that Sir Charles Elliott’s nature has probably 
_ undergone a change, in consequence of his coming 
lord tansdowne and Sir in close contact with Lord Lansdowne. The 
prosecution of the Bangavasi newspaper and the 
abolition of jury trial are acts which the former has done at the direction of 
the latter. Itis to be hoped that the Bengalis, who have erected a statue to 
Lord Dufferin,, will not fail to erect statues to these worthies. 
80. The same paper is sorry to hear the rumour that the present Deputy 
a ekg ae Commissioner of Cachar will be transferred, 
Cache PMY Commissioner of Everybody is satisfied with that officer. Govern- 
ment is requested to keep him in Cachar at least 
another year. 


81. ‘The same paper says that there is great distress in Cachar. Rice is 
selling at Rs. 7 per maund, and people have 


reaped unripe paddy in the stress of hunger. Two 


on are reported to have died in consequence of having eaten the flesh of 4 
ead cow. 


Distress in Cachar. 


82. The same paper complains that a Mussulman carried the other day 


An outrage to the religious the head of a Cead cow, completely uncovered, 
feelings of the Hindus in Cachar through the streets of Cachar town, where hundreds 


town. _ of Hindus were present, but without any remon- 
strance from the local police. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengals Translator. 
Bencant TRANsLATOR’s OFFICE, 


The 17th December 1892. 
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